Hardly people make a list of character traits that a successful person has. 
People work in pairs to share the list and discuss benefits any three traits. 


Skim through the stories given below and match the correct titles with 
each of them. 

1. The Black Spot 

2. The Ant and the Tortilla Chip: a Story of Perseverance 

3. Sense of Morality 


As you read the stories, answer the questions given after each of them. 
After answering, share your responses in pairs. 


A friend of mine recently visited Japan on a business trip, and stayed with his 
Japanese host who lived with his wife and a four-year-old son in Tokyo. During 
his week-long stay, the host used to take him around the city along with his 
son. 


They preferred taking walks through the parks that were full of seasonal plants 
and fruit trees. During one such walk, which was through an apple garden, 
they came across a fallen apple. TheJapanese picked it up and put it in his 
pocket to enjoy it later. 


After they had left the park and were heading home in the car, the son told his 
father that hewas feeling uneasy as the latter had done the wrong thing by 
picking up the apple withoutmaking the payment to, or seeking the consent of 
its owner. The father told him that hewould have surely paid the owner had he 
been available on site or anywhere nearby. Eventhen, he promised that he 
would find out the owner and pay him the cost, and that hewould do that first 
thing the next morning. 


On reaching home, the boy narrated the whole episode to his mother, who also 
tried to calm him down while assuring him that his father would definitely 
make the payment in the morning. The boy stopped grumbling, but it was quite 
obvious that he was far from being satisfied. 


Later in the night, the boy felt sick. He was running high fever and was 
muttering incessantly about the need to pay the cost of the apple to the owner 
straightaway. It was past midnight when they decided to revisit the park along 
with the “stolen” apple and look for its owner. 


After some effort they were able to locate the house of the caretaker of the park, 
who wasshocked to see the strangers at his house in the middle of the night. 
After knowing thepurpose of the visit, he was overwhelmed. He not only gifted 
that apple, but alsosupplemented it with a basket of apples for the child. As 
they were leaving, the elderly mansaid something that is worth pondering. He 


said that, as a Japanese, he felt happy and assured that the future of the 
country was in safe hands. 

Pervaiz Sarwar Lahore Source: 

https: //epaper.dawn.com/Detaillmage.php?StoryImage=19 03 2024 007 007 


Story II 


One day, a professor asked his students to prepare for a pop quiz. As the 
students waited anxiously, the professor handed out the quiz with the text 
facing down as usual. Once he handed them all out, he asked the students to 
flip the page over and begin the quiz. 

To the students’ surprise, the paper had no questions on it, just a black dot in 
the centre of the page. 


The professor told the students to write what they saw on the page. The 
students found this task to be inexplicable, but started writing on the blank 
page. At the end of the quiz, the professor took all the answer papers and read 
each one of them in front of the students. 


Without exception, all of the students described the black dot, explaining its 
position, colour, size, etc. The classroom was silent as the professor read their 
answers. 


Then the professor explained, “This test was meant to give you something to 
think about. You all wrote about the black dot on the paper, and no one 
focused on all of the white around it. 

The same thing happens in our lives. We always focus on the dark spots, even 
though we have reasons to celebrate, friends around us, jobs that provide our 
livelihood, and miracles surrounding us every day.” 


When we focus only on the dark spots, our failures, health issues, lack of 
money, complicated relationships, disappointments, etc., our minds are 
polluted by a very small element compared to all of the good things we have 
going on in our lives. 

https: //www.developgoodhabits.com/perseverance-stories-cm1 


Story III 


“Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go 
do it. Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” 
~Howard Thurman 


Living in the country, we have a long-standing battle with ants. Crawling all 
over the cat food bowl. Marching in a line from the kitchen window to the 
pantry. Ruining the jars of local honey we set out for tea in the studio. 


I was making coffee in the kitchen one day when I noticed a tortilla chip dance 
across the floor. Since I had never seen a tortilla chip dance, I crouched down 
to investigate. Evidently, an especially persistent ant had found it under the 
table and was toting his enormous treasure back to wherever the ants in my 
house live. I was mesmerised. And duly impressed. 


Ants are amazing creatures. They can easily carry things more than 50 times 
their body mass and will patiently travel several miles to bring a prize home to 
the colony. Several miles, can you imagine? Whilst I don’t necessarily want 
them running amok in my kitchen, there is certainly a lot I can learn from 
them. 


When ants are on the trail for food, they don’t let obstacles stand in their 
way. They don’t stand around with their hands on their hips and look at each 
other in disbelief. They don’t throw in the towel the moment things get hard. 
They don’t shrug their shoulders and simply give up. They don’t make excuses 
or apologies. They don’t feel sorry for themselves and decide that success isn’t 
for them. Ants honour grit over quit. 


There is something to be said for staying at a thing. Research hints that 
perseverance actually trumps innate intelligence and talent as a measure of 
success. Look at any successful human being and youll see a long road of 
mistakes and setbacks behind them. As Sumner Redstone reminds us, “Great 
success is built on failure, frustration, even catastrophe.” 


Remember grit and diligence only work when they are being employed in the 
callings of your soul. So then success, however you define it, is a two-step 
process. Figure out what sets your soul on fire and then keep doing that, if 
only for the joy it brings. You being your best serves the world. Do it because it 
makes your heart sing, because it makes you leap out of bed with excitement 
that you are in fact living your dream life. Find your tortilla and be willing to 
carry it on your back no matter how long the road, however heavy the burden 
becomes. 

Word Count: 1072 


Read story I and answer the following questions. 


1. What did the friends prefer to do during their time in Tokyo? 

2. What did they come across during a walk through an apple garden? 

3. How did the host respond when his son pointed out that he hadn't paid for 
the apple? 

4. What did the family decide to do past midnight? Why? 

5. What did you learn from the story? Write in your own words. 


Read story II and answer the following questions. 


pe ee 


What did the professor ask his students to prepare for? 

Describe what the students found when they flipped over their quiz papers. 
What did all of the students write about on their quiz papers? 

What did you learn from the story? Write in your own words. 


Read story III and answer the following questions. 


4. 


1. What made the narrator notice the ant carrying the tortilla chip? 
2. 
3. According to the passage, what does perseverance require in addition to 


What qualities of ants does the narrator admire, and why? 


hard work and determination? 
What did you learn from the story? Write in your own words. 


Work individually to infer the meaning of the given words from the text and fill 
the second column. Work in pairs and compare your inferences. 

Now, locate dictionary meanings of each word and fill in the third column. Did 
your inferred meanings fit the context? 
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Give reasons of the following statements. 


T 
2. 


The boy remained upset and later became sick. 
The caretaker was overwhelmed. 


3. The students wrote about the black spot. 
4. The ant did leave the load though it was quite heavy. 


1. Read the statements and tick the column of your choice. 


S.No Disagr 


Statements Agree 
ee 


1 Finding and pursuing one's "tortilla," or passion, 
can bring immense joy and satisfaction, ultimately 
benefiting both the individual and society. 


2 Focusing solely on the problems and challenges in 
life can lead to a distorted perception of reality and a 
diminished sense of gratitude. 


3 Individuals should perform actions carefully, but 
once they have done something they must stick to it 
no matter what. 


4 Moral values vary greatly among different cultures 
and societies, and what is considered morally 
upright in one culture may not be the same in 
another. 


5 Not everyone is able to pursue their passions due to 
various constraints such as financial obligations, 
familial responsibilities, or other barriers. 


6 The metaphor oversimplifies complex emotional 
experiences and implies that focusing on the 
positives will automatically solve all problems. 


2. Discuss and justify your responses in pairs. 


1. Find out three facts and three opinions from the stories. 


2. What can other cultures learn from the Japanese approach to morality and 


responsibility? 


3. What analogy did the professor draw between the black dot on the paper 


and life? 


4. According to the professor, what tends to happen when people focus only on 


the "dark spots" in their lives? 


5. How does the story The Ant and the Tortilla Chip’ emphasise the 


importance of pursuing passions in achieving success? 


6. What do you think the narrator means by "Find your tortilla and be willing 
to carry it on your back no matter how long the road, however heavy the 


burden becomes"? 


Presentation Skills 


In this unit you have read three stories persuading you to adopt positive 
character traits like morality, positive thinking and perseverance. The authors 
have used personal anecdotes and analogies as tools of persuasion. 


Make a powerpoint presentation on your aim in life. Try to answer all of the 
following questions in your presentation. 


What is your passion? 

What profession do you wish to adopt? 

Why do you like the profession? 

What type of education will be required for your chosen profession? Search 

the internet to find out. You may use points from your essay. 

e. List the sources you used to gather your information at the end of the 
presentation 

f. Give a presentation in front of the class. 


ao. 


Self-evaluate your own presentation by asking yourself the following questions: 
e Was I able to deliver the key points effectively? 

Did I use sufficient facts to support the main points? 

Did I present the ideas in coherent logical order? 

Did I use the PowerPoint presentation effectively? 

Should I have used additional aids like pictures, charts or real objects? 


Peer Review 
Evaluate and comment orally on the following aspects of your peers’ 
presentations: 


All the ideas are presented in an organised way. 

The supporting details or arguments are enough. 

Appropriate body language, dress, and posture are used while presenting. 
The presenter interacted well with the audience. 

The presenter had an effective speaking style and tone. 

The presenter used appropriate audio-visual aid/s. 


Conditional Sentences 


There are two types of conditionals. One type of conditionals is factual or 


real and the other 


summarises their usage. 


is hypothetical or unreal. 


The following table 
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Conditional meanings can be created without if as well. Look at the examples 
given below and identify the types. 


‘If Conditionals Conditionals without ‘If’ 

1. If I had known the purpose, I| 1. Had I known the purpose, I would 
would not have helped him. not have helped him. 

2. If problems arise, we will not sell | 2. Should problems arise, we will not 
the app. sell the app. 

3. If I were you, I would not permit | 3. Were I you, I would not permit 
students to leave early. students to leave early. 

4. If you do not work hard, you will | 4. Unless you work hard, you will 
not pass the test. not pass the test. 

5. You can play in the living room if | 5. You can play in the living room as 
you don’t make any mess. long as you don’t make any mess. 


Complete the following sentences and rewrite them with the second 
clause in the beginning. 


1. 
. If she decides to , I will call you. 


Wh 


If she to go, I will go with her. 


You can participate in the competition as long as you promise to accept the 
result. 


4. If they had not taken the car, I would have you. 
5. If you him, he would have gone with you. 

6. Unless you accept your failure, you cannot move forward. 
7. 
8 
9 
1 


If we heat water to 100°C, it 


. Had we realised who he was, we would have treated him better. 
. If she late, I would not talk to her. 


If they late every day, they would have been fired. 


Complete the conditionals. 


1. 


2. 


3. 


If you desire to achieve excellent result, 
Unless they leave home on time, 
Had I learnt the skill earlier, 
It boils in a minute as long as 
If she reflects on all aspects, 


6. 


7. 


8. 


, she would not have been so 
angry. 
if they bring the fruit for the 
salad. 
had they not wasted any 
time. 


Read the following passages. Underline the conditional sentences and 
identify their types. 


1. 


If I find a magic lamp, I will make three wishes. If one of my wishes is to 
travel through time, I would visit Moen Jo Daro and witness the working of 
the city first-hand. However, if time travel were impossible, I would explore 
the wonders of the world through books and documentaries. 


. If I had studied harder for the exam, I would have achieved better grades. 


However, if I hadn't been so distracted by social media, I might have 
dedicated more time to preparing. In the future, if I prioritise my studies 
and manage my time effectively, I can achieve the academic success my 
parents and I desire. 


Write a short paragraph on any topic of your choice using at least two 
conditional sentences. 
Share your paragraphs in groups. 


Persuasive Essay 


A persuasive essay convinces readers to adopt a particular viewpoint or take 
specific action. Authors use three kinds of persuasive techniques. A good 
persuasive essay may employ all or some of the three techniques of 
persuasion. 


1, 


2. 


3. 


Ethos: The readers believe the author when they think the author is 
credible due to his/her knowledge and morality. 

Pathos: The readers are persuaded when their personal feelings and 
emotions coincide with the feelings presented in the essay. 

Logos: The readers are persuaded when they read logical reasons and 
arguments that appeal to their minds. 


Study the sample given below. Identify the kinds of persuasion techniques 
used in the essay. 


Introducti | Passion is the driving force behind every great | Provides 
on 


accomplishment in life. It fuels our dreams, | background 
motivates us to overcome obstacles, and gives | and 
us a sense of purpose and fulfilment. In this | presents 


Paragraph 
1 


Paragraph 
2 


Paragraph 
3 


Paragraph 
4 


Conclusio 
n 


essay, we will explore the importance of 
passion and why pursuing what truly sets our 
souls on fire is essential for living a 
meaningful and fulfilling life. 


Passion is the intense enthusiasm, desire, and 
dedication we feel towards something that 
deeply resonates with us. It is what makes our 
hearts sing and ignites a sense of purpose and 
fulfilment in our lives. 


Pursuing our passions provides us with the 
energy and motivation to pursue our goals 
with determination and perseverance, even in 
the face of challenges and setbacks. When we 
engage in activities that align with our 
passions, we experience a profound sense of 
fulfilment and satisfaction, enriching our 
overall well-being. Following our passions 
allows us to live authentically, staying true to 
ourselves and our values, which leads to a 
greater sense of self-awareness and 
confidence. 


Engaging in activities we are passionate about 
brings us joy and happiness, enhancing our 
overall quality of life. Following our passions 
challenges us to step out of our comfort zones, 
learn new skills, and grow both personally 
and professionally. When we pursue our 
passions, we often inspire others and 
contribute positively to our communities, 
creating a ripple effect of motivation and 
empowerment. 


While pursuing our passions may come with 
risks and uncertainties, it is through facing 
challenges and learning from failures that we 
grow and ultimately succeed. Balancing our 
passions with other responsibilities may 
require sacrifice and time management, but 
the rewards of following our dreams far 
outweigh the challenges. Despite societal 
expectations and norms, it is important to 
stay true to ourselves and follow our hearts 
despite external influences. 


the thesis 
statement 


First 
argument 
or 
supporting 
detail 


Second 
argument 


Third 
argument 


Counter 
arguments 
identified 
and refuted 


In conclusion, passion is the driving force that | Thesis 
propels us towards our dreams and | statement 
aspirations. By embracing our passions and |is restated 
pursuing what sets our souls on fire, we |in different 
unlock our full potential, experience profound | words. 
fulfilment, and make a positive impact on the |A 

world around us. So, let us dare to dream, | suggestion 
follow our hearts, and live our lives with | is given for 
passion and purpose. future. 


Choose a profession and write a persuasive essay convincing your friends to 
adopt it. You may incorporate analogies or anecdotes for persuasion as used 
in the stories you read in this unit. 


Essay Outline 


Introduction 


Hook/Thesis Statement 


Argument 1 


Argument 2 


Argument 3 


Body 


Paragraph 1 
Argument 1 
Example/Evidence 


Paragraph 2 
Argument 2 
Example/Evidence 


Paragraph 3 
Argument 3 
Example/Evidence 


Conclusion 


e After writing the essay, exchange with your classmates to get feedback. 
Revise on the basis of received feedback. 

1. Use the internet to find out examples of people who achieved their 
goals with perseverance and passion. 

2. Present your findings in the class. 


